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We have received a communication |} world; but no where more than among 
relating to the principles, or system ad- || the people called Christians. It is com- 
vocated by Robert Owen. A lengthy posed of bigotry, intolerance, injustice And 
discussion of this subject will not comport cruelty, as the pages of ecclesiastical his- 
with the design of this publication ; nei- |} TY abundantly illustrate: a monster 
ther would it interest the generality of |] Which appears to be referred to in the 
euir veatinen, 17th chapter of the Revelation, as “a scar- 


In the essay published some weeks ago let coloured beast,” carrying a woman, 
Car Gabel gnature of “DE.” |] on whose forehead “ was a name written, 


we have failed to discover any thing fer- |} MYSTERY, Babylon the great, the eed 
sonal, as asserted by the writer of the |} 9f harlots, and abominations of the earth. 


piece sent to us. The comparison from These remarks apply to the manner, 
Milton, applies tothe subject matter of |] temper, and feeling, exhibited in several 
the “Declaration of Mental Indepen- |} modern publications, written anonymous- 
dence,” and not to the author of it. Nei- ly, on what are therein styled “ the doc- 
ther do we perceive any thing, either uv- || trines of Elias Hicks”? These “doc- 
fair in the quotation, or unjust in the in- || trines” are taken from a work published 
ference. “D.” has accepted the words || in Philadelphia, entitled “Sermons of 
and phrases of the “ Declaration,” in that || Elias Hicks,” &c.—from letters written 
sense, which our dictionaries give to them, || by him to individuais, and from his re- 
and in which writers and speakers of the || ported conversations. The “Sermons” 
English language apply them; if, there- || never having been reviewed, or sanction- 
fore, they have been misunderstood, it || ed by the reputed author, previous to 
must be admitted that their author has |} publication, he cannot fairly stand ac- 
been very unfortunate in the choice of |} countable for any thing that they may 
terms to communicate his views. Should |] contain; nor can they be cited as proper 
this prove to be the fact, we shall be hap- || authority. The same may be said of re- 
py to embrace the first opportanity of |! ported conversations ; the evidence de- 
doing R. Owen the justice to publish any |} duced from which, must be, in its nature, 
exfilanation which he may furnish, of his |} exparze. There remains, therefore, no- 
real sentiments on the particular points |} thing but his /ecfers, that can be justly 
embraced by the strictures of “D.” and fairly cited in evidence, of what may 

be the “ doctrines” of Elias Hicks, as far 
as concerns the several works before 


FOR THE BEREAN. mentioned. 
| Having premised these remarks, I will 
This spirit is as ancient as creed-ma- |! now proceed to examine the merits of 


king, and system-building, in which it has }| <ome of the strictures contained in these 
had its origin, and will continue to exist publications, some of which have passed 
as long as opinion, speculation, and tradi- through several editions, and been circu- 
tional religion, are substituted and mista- |} } ted, gratuitously, with persevering in- 
ken for pure, practical Christianity. It is | dustry ; taking for granted that the “ Ser- 


found, more or less, in all parts of the 
‘| II—No. VIL G | mons,” &c. contain the real doctrines of 
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Flias Hicks. The first subject that I | 
shall notice is, 
THE SCRIPTURES. 


F.very one acquainted with the history 
of the Society of Friends, may recollect | 
the violent opposition, and abuse, which 
they experienced from the orthodox pro- | 
fessors of that period, on account of their | 
views of the Scriptures. They were ac- 
cused of denying the Scriptures—calling | 
them nothing but a dead letter, &e. Kc. | 
Ina pamphlet styled “A review of the | 
principal doctrines of Elias Hicks,” pub- | 
lished last year in Philadelphia, we re- 
mark the same objections brought against 
them, in similar language and spirit; 
with this difference, that the quarter 
from which it now proceeds is from some | 
who appear to be, professionally, mem- | 


bers of the Society: whereas in the for- | 
mer case it emanated from the hireling | 
priesthood of other denominations. | 
In the pamphlet above referred to, the 
reviewer quotes from the fifth sermon, | 
page 95, as follows: | 
« How is this’ mystery Babylon built? ' 
It is built of the best external materials : | 
the best of all letter that ever was written | 


on earth, and after all it is nothing but let- | 


ter. Itis that which the wisdom of man | 
has devised, and which he can work in for 
the sake of his own aggrandisement. 
‘They are striving to build up something | 
like the great city formerly, that they who | 
build it may have something to boast of. 
Js not this great Babylon that we have 
built, by our own wisdom and by our own | 
power? These materials they have at | 
their own command; the letter of the | 
Scriftures,from which they can take eve- | 
rv thing that is suitable for the deceivings 
of Anti-christ, (0 deceive the freufile.” 

On the above he makes this remark : 
“From these assertions it appears that | 
‘the letter of Scripture’ is that which the 


wisdom of man has devised, and from 
which he can take every thing that is | 
suitable to deceive the people.” 

Here the critic wishes to convey, by a 
forced construction, the idea that the au- 
thor denies the inspiration of the Scrip- | 


tural writers. But the candid reader will | 
readily see through this illiberal trifling, | 
and that it is the abuse of the letter, and | 
not the letter itself—the Babylon man has | 


| hearken to the voice of the Lord.” 


built with it, and wherein he can work, 


&c. that he means. If any doubt could | 


have existed, in the mind of the writer, it 
must have been dissipated by what is said 
in the same sermon, page 100, viz. that 
“the letter never could be written with- 
out the spirit which stands above it; 
therefore unless by the letter we are ga- 
thered to the spirit, we cannot use the 
letter aright.” Besides, in almost every 
page the speaker refers to the letter as 
authority for, and in confirmation of, 
what he delivers: how then can itbe sup- 
posed that he considered it as contrived 
by the wisdom of Justitia. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


BATES’ DOCTRINES 
OF FRIENDS. 


To the Meeting for Sufferings of Ohis 
Yearly Meeting: 


DIVINE INTERNAL LIGHT, 


The procuring cause and instrument, 
through which the true gospel atonement 
is obtained. 

Men, having rebelled against the light, 
and withdrawn themselves from under 


| the direction and government of the pow- 


er of God, thus revealed in them, became, 
as the enlightened apostle has well set 
forth, “vain in their imaginations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened” —* and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible 
God into an image made like to corrupiti- 
bie man.” 

Now, here was the ground and origin 
of sacrifices and obdlations. Conceiving 
that God was a being with passions and 
appetites some what like unto themselves, 
and feeling remorse for sin and trans- 
gression, they began to offer up their good 
things unto him, to appease his anger, 
such as fat beasts, and the fruits of the 
earth; for, sacrifice to the carnal minded, 
is always better, because easier, than obe- 
dience, and “the fat of rams,” than to 
And 
because God was pleased, at times, to 
manifest his acceptance of this kind of 
worship, and even to sanction it in some 
cases, as that of the Jews, it has there- 
fore been inferred that it was of divine 
origin and institution. But the reason of 
this acceptance may be explained in 4 
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wore satisfactory manner, on the ground 
of the great goodness and condescension 
of the Universal Father, who, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance, thus testified his fa- 
vour, because of the sincerity of their 


hearts, and made use of this medium, to | 


convey instruction, and gradually to lead 


them out of this dark and carnal state, to 
amore pure and spiritual worship. It | 


was thus that God “winked at’ those 
things, as the apostle expresses it, until 
the human mind should be capable of 
receiving more light, after which he 
“called on men every where to repent.” 
The practice of sacrificing, asan atone- 
ment for sin, or to procure favour, or for 
favours received, was not confined to the 
offering of beasts; but extended to Auman 
victims. Neither was this cruel super- 
stition limited to the heathen. The ac- 
count of Abraham offering his son Isaac, 
shows that he was tinctured with it; and 
the Supreme Being, in infinite conde- 
scension, was pleased to make it the 
means of conveyiag instruction to the pat- 
riarch; as he did the practice of sacrifi- 
cing, to the Jews. Neither were the lat- 


=. 


| for Christendom, had the light of the gos- 
| pel been suffered to dissipate this thick 
| ‘oud. But, strange to say, it still hovers 
| ov.rthe church. Startle not at this, my 
H friends ; for you have only to open the 
| book which has received your sanction 

and support, and there you find it. There 
: the dectrine is taught that the natural 
| life and blood of Jesus was offered up for 


the sins of mankind, and received by the 
t Supreme Being as a satisfaction to his 
, justice, for those sins! Hence, we are 
seriously, and solemnly admonished, that 
we owe our redemption, and salvation, to 
| the outward blood of this victim, shed on 
the cross, without the gates of Jerusa- 
lem!! 
There is, perhaps, nothing too absurd, 
, to gain the credence of a great part of 
mankind, especially when often repeated, 
| and long pressed upon the mind, by great 
names, or high authorities ; because there 
are, comparatively, but a few, that are 
disposed to take the advice of the apostle, 
and to investigate for themselves, and to 
“prove all things.” Thus this doctrine 
has been so often repeated, and so long, 


ter wholly exempt from offering of Au- 
man victims. ‘This is to be inferred from 
Exod. xxx. and xxxiv.—from Mic. vi.— 
from the prohibition contained in Levit. 
ch. xviii.; which could have had no place, 
had they not been more or less inclined 


toadopt it. But this fact is placed beyond |; 


all doubt by the vow of Jefitha, viz. 
* Whatsoever cometh forth of the doors 
of my house, to meet me, when I return in 
peace from the children of Amnon, shall 


and so strenuously enforced, that it is, by 
many, held so sacred, that they deem it 
heresy to examine, and blasphemy to de- 
ny it! 

The New Testament is, by its advo- 
cates, resorted to, to prove and defend 
this, their scheme of redemption. It is 
_nhot my purpose here to examine the 
/ texts quoted, in detail, on this question. 
'T have only now to say, that, as far as I 
, have considered them, I believe them ap- 
| plicable only to an owtward redemption, 


surely be the Lord’s ; and I will offer it up 
to him for a burnt offering”: and Bishop 


j from the operation and penalties of an 
' outward law : but if any thing is found in 


Smalridge says, “ That all the Fathers, 
as well as our own Homilies, own that he | 
sacrificed his daughter,” she being the | 


first that came forth. But further, both | 


“Jsrael and Judah” actually fell into this | 


horrible superstition; for they “caused 
their sons, and their daughters, to pass 
through the fire.” See 2 Kings, ch. xvii. 


Thus the notion of offering up the flesh | 
and blood of animals to pacify an angry } 


Deity ; but, more especially, the slaying | 
of human beings, for this purpose, had its | 
tise, in the gross darkness of the hearts | 
of men; and happy would it have been | 


| this book, which plainly, and clearly goes 
| to establish such a doctrine, I do not hesi- 
| tate to declare my conviction, that it is 
either a corruption of the original, by 
‘transcribers or translators; or else that 


| the gospel sun had not fully dissipated 


| the thick mist of ignorance and prejudice 


in the minds of the writers, that hovered 


, and hence that they have attempted to 
ingraft a scion, plucked from the rod of 
Aaron, into the gospel stock. 


The modern advocates of the system in 
guestion admit that atonement ander the. 


over their ancestors, the Jewish people; , 
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law was altogether outward, shadowy, 
and typical, and has passed away with 
that dispensation: but on this they found, 
what they conceive to be a conclusive ar- 
gument, viz. that these legal atonements, 
and sacrifices were instituted as pointing 
to, and types of, the great atonement and 
sacrifice, that is the body of Jesus on the 
cross. We have already shown how sac- 
rifices came to be instituted. But grant- 
ing that they were intended as types; yet 
being material flesh and blood, how is it 
that the antityfe can be material also? 
for if our flesh and blood be material, so 
was the flesh and blood of Jesus, if the 
testimony of the apostle is to have any 
weight, who declares that “he [Christ] 
took fart of the same.” It appears, 
therefore, a plain inference, that as these 
types were constituted of things outward 
aid material, their antitypes must be con- 
stituted of things inward and shiritual. 
Such then, is the gospel dispensation: a 
pure sfiriiual administration, in which 
nothing outward, carnal, nor material, 
can enter, or have any place, or service. 
Therefore the outward person, Christ, 
with all that befel it; his outward birth 
“ander the law”’—circumcised the eighth 
day—beptized with water, and submit- 
ting, in short, to all the ritual of Moses; 
together with the sacrifice of his body on 
the cross, cannot be viewed in any other 
light, than as appertaining to an outward 
dispensation, and constituting, at most, but 
an outward, shadowy, or typical atone- 
ment and sacrifice, the antitype, or sub- 
stance of which is to be sought tor, in that 
which is within the vei/, and which must 
be inward and spiritual. 

Although much of the writings of the 
primitive members of the Society of 
Friends, are somewhat in the mixture, in 
relation to this subject, yet enough ap- 
pears in and througi them, to satisly any 
candid and impartial inquirer, that they 
viewed the true gospel atonement, medi- 
ation, and sacrifice, as wholly of a spirit- 
ual nature, and effected by a Curist 
wirnin—vy the Divine IyTERNAL 
Licur, that enlighteneth “every man 
coming into the world.” ‘That it is inthe 


soul, where the kingdom of heaven is, 
that this Christ intercedes, and mediates 


to submit, and to become obedient to his 
holy requirings, and to offer as a SACRI- 


| r1cK, on the altar of his heart, every un- 


holy passion, propensity, and thought; 
constituting a scheme of redemption, as 
consistent with the Divine attributes, as 
the other is ofifiosed to them: and as re- 
ducible to practice and experience, as the 
former is visonary and speculative. The 
following quotations from their writings 
will serve both to verify these remarks, 
and to show how much clearer the gos- 
pel light shone in and through them, than 
it now does in some of the same profes- 
sion, who occupy the station of teachers 
and elders in the church. 

“ But to say that material blood was a 
type of that which was material, is to give 
the substance no pre-eminence above the 
type, (especially if neither of them be 
mystical, nor in being,) or like as if one 
should say, one type was a type of ano- 
ther; as to say, because circumcision, 
which was a type, was material or cut- 
ward, therefore the circumcision of the 
Spirit, which is the antitype of it, must 
needs be outward too, and not mystical, 
which would be sad doctrine. And thus 
he might as well reason touching all other 
types and shadows under the law, and the 
Heavenly or good things to come, pre- 
figured or shadowed by them, that be- 
cause the priests under the law, at the 
outward tabernacle and temple, were 
ministers of outward or temporal things, 
carnal ordinances, shadows, &c. there- 
fore those good things to come, those 
Heavenly things which Christ was said 
to be the high priest of, must needs be 
temporal, and not mystical, which were 
absurd to assert. Whereas both the 
heavenly and more perfect tabernacle 
and altar, with the heavenly things, are 
alla mystery, and spiritual ; the offering 
and living sacrifices are spiritual; the 
passover spiritual; the seed spiritual; 
the bread, the fruit of the vine, the oil, the 
flesh and the blood, which give life to the 
soul, yea, the water and blood, which 
wash and sprinkle the conscience, are all 
spiritual and mysterious, as the new cov- 
enant itself is, which they belong to, and 
these things known in; and this is the 
new and living way which Christ set 


with the spirit of man, and thus brings it 


! open, through the veil of his flesh. Heb- 


| 


4 


> OG &4 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


BATES’ DOCTRINES. 


101 


x. Let them receive this whocan.”—(G. | 
Whitehead, in answer to an opponent— 
See Christian Quaker. 

“The light wherewith all are enlight- | 
ened, is the life of Jesus, which he hath | 
given a ransom for man.”—[S. Crisp, p. 
125, new edit. 

“ As at any time disobedient men have 
hearkened to the still voice of the word, | 
that messenger of God in their hearts, to 
be affected and convinced by it, as it 
brings reproof for sin, which is but a fa- 
therly chastisement ; so upon true bro- 
kenness of soul, and contrition of spirit, | 
that very same Principle and Word of | 
life in man, /ias mediated and atoned, and 
God has been frofitious, lifting up the | 
light of his countenance, and replenish- 
ing such humble penitents with divine 
consolations. So that still the same Christ, | 
W ord—God, who has lighted all men, is | 
by sin grieved and burthened, and bears | 
the iniquities of such as so sin, and re- 
ject his benefits. But as any hear his | 
knocks, and let him into their hearts, he 
first wounds, and then heals. After- 


wards he atones, mediates, and reinstates 
man in the holy image he is fallen from | 
by sin. Behold, this is the state of resti- | 
tution! and this, in some measure, was | 
witnessed by the holy patriarchs, pro- | 
phets, and servants ot God in old time, to | 
whom Christ was substantially the same | 
Saviour and seed, bruising the serpent’s 
head, that he is now to us, what difference | 
soever there may be in — of manifes- | 
tation.”—[W. Penn & G. Whitehead’s 
Christ. Quaker. 


“Now the scriptures do expressly dis- | 
tinguish between Christ and the garment | 
which he wore; between him that came, | 

and the body in which he came; between | 
the substance which was veiled, and the 
veil which veiled it. ‘Lo! Icome; a body | 
hast thou prepared me.” There is p!ain- | 
ly he, and the body in which he came. | 
There was the outward vessel, and the | 
inward life. This we certainly know, and | 
can never call the bodily garment Christ, 
but that which afpfreared and dwelt in that \ 
jody. Now if ye indeed know the Christ 
of God, tell us plainly what is that which 
appeared in the body? Whether that 
‘vas not the Christ before it took up the 


| spirit. 
| vessel frure, it is the same thing that 


| indeed, that hath the virtue.’ 


body, after it took up the body, and for- 


ever???“ 


“The seed was formed into a vessel 
like ours, but without sin. in which the 
pure Lamb, appeared ia the pure power 
of life, which kent the vessel pure; and so. 
he who was to be the first fruits, had the 
honour above all Ais drethren, being 
anointed with the oil of gladness above his 


fellows. 


“But we are also born of the same 
seed. He is formed in us; we are form- 
ed of him; we are as well of his flesh and 
blood, ashe was of ours. And by being 
thus formed, and feeling him grow up in 
us, and receiving an understanding from 
him, and in him, thus we come to know 
him, and to understand the words of 
scripture concerning him. By feeling 
and knowing the Lamé in our vesse!s, 
we know also what was the Lamb in his 
vessel.” 


“What is attributed to that body, we 


acknowledge and give to that body in its . 


place, according as the scripture attribu- 
teth it, which is through and because of 
that which dwelt and acted in it. 
that which sanctified and kept the body 
jure and made all acceptable in him, wae 


| the life, holiness, and righteousness of the 


And the same thing that kefit his 


cleanseth us. The value which the natu- 
ral flesh and blood had, was from that 5 
in its coming from that, in its acting in 
that, in its suffering through that; yea, 
—[Penning- 
ton, vol. 3, pp. 61—S0—S4. 


“ And while you think that you are se- 
cured in your sins, from the stroke of jus- 


| tice, as having been fully executed, and 


that by way of revenge,awpon the inno- 
cent Son of God, in punishing your sins to 
the full upon him ; I say, while you state 
this as the napure of the satisfaction by 
Christ’s suffering in your stead, the whoie 
world may as well acquit itself thereby 
from punishment as you ; for he died for 
all, and is ‘ the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world.’ And therefore if this 
must be locked upon as the full punish- 
ment of sin, that it was laid upon Christ, 
and thiit ‘the sin cannot be again punish- 


' ed after such satisfaction,’ this may makp 


But 
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a merry world in sin—once punished to 
the full in Christ, never to be punished 
again upon the offender, which the law 
directly takes hold of. Qh, soothing doc- 
trine to sinners! the plain effect of which 
is, to make the wicked world rejoice in a 
sinful state, and say, ‘Oh admirable jus- 
tice, that was pleased thus to revenge 
thyself upon an innocent man, that never 
sinned, and to punish our sin to the full 
upon him! Oh transcendant mercy ! that 
hast found out this expedient, that we 
might be fully acquitted, pardoned, and 
discharged from the penalty that is just 
and due to us for all our sins, past, pre- 
sent and tocome!’ Oh what glad tidings 
are these to the hypocrites and drunk- 
ards.”—Ch, Quaker, pp. 404, 405. 

“TI came tosee the idolatry of all pro- 
fessors as to the frerson Christ, as to the 
body, flesh and blood; and that the faith 
of most professors went no further than 
the veil, the outward, and reached not to 
Christ, the Saviour, the life, the arm and 
power of God ; not to Christ in Spirit, but 
in flesh.”——[Thos. Zachary, p. 6. 


“I beseech you, therefore, be not of- |] 


fended, when as we say, that Christ, ac- 
cording to the history of him, only, and 
according to his ministration in the flesh, 
is but a form, in which God doth appear 
tous; andin which God doth give usa 
map of salvation. Thou knowest it not 
to be thy real salvation, except it be re- 
vealed in thee by the spirit. A map 
serves untila man knows the country. 
There is Christ in the flesh, and Christ in 
the spirit; Christ in the flesh is the wit- 
ness, the common person in whom our 
salvation is transacted as in a figure; 
Christ in the spirit, is the real truth and 
principle of righteousness, and of life ; he 
is the real salvation within us. Again, in 
his preface, he saith, that in that degree 
that the spiritual administration takes 
place, the fleshly administration gives 
place; in that measure that Christ’s se- 
cond appearance draws on us, we are 
drawn from under his first appearance.” 
—([Josh. Sprigy’s testim. to an approach- 
ing glory. 

“We have had very narrow appre- 
hensions of Christ, and the manifestation 
of the glory of Christ, limiting it to the 


| 


one man, when the truth is, that Christ 
and all the saints make up but one Christ. 
(1 Cor. xii. 12.) And God as truly man- 
ifesteth himself in the flesh of all his, as 
he did in Christ, although the measure of 
that manifestation is different.”—[Thos. 
Collier’s discovery of the new creation. 

“ Destroy the veil, and destroy death ; 
the taking away of the veil, is the taking 
away of death; death, upon a true ac- 
count, is nothing but a veil upon God, 
who is our life; even Christ’s flesh was 
a veil. Ordinances are veils. If God be 
our life, the less we are in these things, 
the more we are in life.”’—[C. Goad’s 
last testimony. Penn’s works, vol. 2. pp. 
420, 421. 


“They crucified Christ by disobeying 
the truth, and turning from the spirit or 
light within, wherein they once begun 
well ; wherefore it was said to them, ‘ are 
ye so foolish, having begun in the spirit, 
are ye now made perfect in the flesh? 
So they that oppose the light within, and 
deny the spirit within to save, are but 
still in the flesh, partaking of the same 
foolishness ; and therefore there must be 
a travail known, before Christ be formed 
inthem. And whereas we are accused 
with ‘denying that blood let out, to be 
any way meritorious to salvation.’ I ask, 
whether any thing is of eternal merit 
and worth, that is not everlasting? And 
where do the scriptures use those ex- 
pressions, and so much vary about the 
blood of Christ, as one while to say that 
the shedding that blood outwardly was 
the meritorious cause of salvation; ano- 
ther while the word ‘ shedding’ to be left 
out, and the stress laid only upon that 
blood itself, which the soldier shed or let 
out of his side with a spear, which was 
after he was put todeath. But then, of 
what effect were the drops of blood that 
fell from him in his agony? Another 
while, it is the body that was crucified, 
and not the spirit within that saveth ; for 
the Spirit, Light, and Word within, is de- 
nied to be the Saviour, by this our adver- 
sary, who accuses us with gross mistake, 
&c; for saying, that the blood that sprin- 
kles the conscienee, cleanseth from sin, 
sanctifieth, &c.-is the life, or is of the 
spirit ; and that it is the blood of the coves 
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nant, &c.”—[Whitehead’s Light & Life 
of Christ, p. 48 

“There is a great noise, by way of ob- 
jection, among many of the professors in 
this age, against the people called Qua- 
kers; which is on this wise, viz. We do 
not understand, say thev, that you ever 
pray to God in the name of Jesus, or in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 
though we grant, you often preach and 
pray, and many good exhortations there 
are to be heard among you, but you sel- 
dom or never pray in the name of Jesus, 
or you seldom use the name of Jesus 
among you; but of God, and the Father, 
and the Light, and the Power, and the 
Spirit, and the Wisdom of God, &c. See- 
ing it is written, ‘hat whatsoever you do, 
do it in the zame of the Lord Jesus ; and 
to the name of Jesus let every tongue 
confess, and every knee bow ; and what- 
soever ye ask in my name, saith Jesus, 
shall be given to you, &c. 

“To which I shall endeavour to answer 
as I have received of the Lord, making 
it manifest unto the meanest, simple, so- 
ber understanding, whose heart truly de- 
sires after the everlasting satisfaction, 
which is in the fulness of the One only 
true God, whois One Lord, and his name 
One, unto orin them who are in subjec- 
tion to the Higher Power, which hath a 
name above every name under Heaven, 
to which every knee shall bow. 


“First, I do affirm, that they who 
preach and pray in the Sfurit, and Pow- 
er, and Light, and Wisdom of God, do 
pray in the name of Jesus; for Jesus is 
buta name which was given unto that 
which was before that name was, which 
the angel called a holy thing; and also 
said, that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee, shall be called the Son of God. 
And also, it is written, behold a virgin 
shall be with child, and shall bring forth 
ason, and they shall call his ame Im- 
manuel; which, being interpreted, is God 
with us: so that this One Holy Thing, in 
process of time, according to the knowl- 
edge of his works and operations, in and 


by many, hath several, many and various | 


names given unto it.”—[Wm. Bayly, pp. 
457, 158. 


* And weare taught, led, and guided 


by, and are possessors of a measure of the 
same spirit of Grace and Truth that was 
in that person, Christ, our efder Brother, 


| that suffered patiently, the contradictions 
| and false accusations of sinners, as a lamb, 
_ without the gates of Jerusalem, of whose 


resurrection and life, we are eye wit- 
nesses.” J6. 169. 

“For it is not your peace and joy above 
the seed of God, which is meek and low 
in the heart, that will stand you in stead 
in the day of trial; for that is the joy of 
the hypocrite (above the life of (sod) 
which is but for a moment ; but come you 
all down into the valley of tears, and bear 
and suffer with, the precious groaning 
seed, which yet in bondage lieth in you, 
that so its joys you may come to know, 
which no mancan take from you; and 
come to know the Immanuel, God with 
us, and Christ in us; and he that preach- 
eth any other Saviour, Gospel, or way to 
eternal salvation, but the Immanual, the 
Son of God, his life, ower, and wisdom, 
in him to redeem his soul (which is in 
him) from the curse, wrath, and power 
of darkness, which is in man; yea,I say, 
if an angel should preach contrary to this 
Gospel, the light and fiower of God, 
which is everlasting, whose foundation in 


| man is already laid; 1 say, from the pre- 


sence of the Lord God he is accursed: 


- For this testimony 1 bear from the Eter- 


nal Life and Power of God, that the Sa- 
viour of man’s soul (which is spiritual) 
is a pure spiritual power of life, and infi- 
nite love wrought in man, through the 


'| light in all them that wait in the upright- 


ness and quietness of their spirits, in the 
simplicity of their hearts ; and whosoever 
preacheth, or causeth people to believe 
their Saviour is without them, and that 
the carnal eye may behold his glory (who 
is to be revealed) and that he will come 
and save people according to their con- 
ceivings and carnal comprehensions, who 
profess the scriptures, or his commands 
therein written, though found in sins and 
pollutions, and cover themselves by call- 
ing it failings, infirmities and weaknesses ; 
I say, whoever preacheth to people of a 
Saviour without them, while the light of 
Christ condemn within them; and of a 
kingdom without them, while the king- 


1 dom of God suffercth violence within 
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them; and of redemption of the soul 
wrought without them, though their sins 
remain in them; and that their rest can- 
not be known, until their outward visible 
bodies be ready to be laid in the grave; 
1 charge all such,in the name of the 
Most High God, to be horrible blasphe- 
mers, and ministers and messengers of the 
Devil.” —[ 6. 24, 25. 

“The disciples of Jesus loved his per- 
son for the sake of the frame and quality 
of the Spirit that dwelt in him; or else 
what was his person (being mean and 
contemptible) to them, more than ano- 
ther person? but for that which dwelt in 
him they loved him ; let none mistake, I 
do not slight it, nor the person of any of 
his brethren, or children, as they are 
prepared to de the will of their Father; 
but ¥ do know in God’s counsel that it 
was even so. as it hath been also in these 


Mercies hath as it were deprived some of 


his disciples of the personal presence of | 


some of his dear sons and servants, which 
may be to this end, that the same spirit 
and life might be felt, possessed, lived to, 
and enjoyed in themselves, in their own 
particulars, in which only their eternal 
well being consisteth. 

« And so he taught them te pray, Our 
Father, &c. Not to look at his person, 
and fray to him as a pfrerson without 
them; but bidthem rey to their Father, 
which seeth in secret, who would reward 


them openly; and He that seeth in secret, |) 
| the Eternal Spirit was he made a minis- 


searcheth the heart, and trieth the reins.” 
S07. Sos. 


“Quere Ist. Whether there be any 
more Saviours of the immortal soul but 
one, that is able to save it, or to bring 
salvation to it?, Yea ornay. If you say 
nay, there is but One able to save, and 
able to destroy, as the Lord said, Beside 
me there is no Saviour, and there is no 
other name under Heaven by which men 
can he saved, but Jesus Christ. 

“2d. Then whether the visible person 
of fiesh and bones be the on/y Saviour, 
seeing the Apostle saith, Zhe ingrafted 
Word is able TO SAVE THE SOUL; and 
the grace of God, that bringeth salvation, 
hath appeared to a// men? And who was 
Fnoch’s Saviour, and the Prophets, who 


| 


! 
| 
| 


‘ 


| 


were before that visible fiesh and bones 
was? 

“Sd. Whether the visible person of 
flesh and bones be the ingrafted Word ? 
Or whether that person -hath appeared 
to all men, seeing that which bringeth 
salvation hath? I leave it to the witness 


| of God in you all to consider and judge. 


For if you say, the visible man, with visi- 
ble flesh and bones, is the a/one Saviour, 
as you havesaid, then whether this visi- 
ble man be in the Hearts of people? For 
the Apostle preacheth Christ, the Word 
nigh in the heart and in the mouth, and 
the ingrafted Word is able to save the 
soul ; so he did not preach a visible Christ 
with flesh and bones, as you do, but the 
Word.” 

“Was not the fulness which was in 
Jesus Christ, and the glory John beheld 
inhim, Grace and Truth? And is not 


days among whom God the Father of ‘Grace and Truth one? Were not they 


saved by Grace? And did not the truth 
make them free, who received it with 
meckness, in the love of it?”—[J6. 600, 
618. 

“The New Testament state is a state 


| of substance, even of that spiritual sub- 


stance, which the law held out in shadows. 
The Jew is inward, the circumcision in- 
ward, the sacrifices inward, the church 
inward, the ministry inward, the worship 


_ inward: all is in spirit, in life, in power, 
| in virtue ; the whole state is answerable 
, to the High-Priest of our profession, even 


after the power of the endless life. By 


ter, by it he preached, (‘the Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath anoint- 
ed me to preach the gospel,’ &c. Luke iv. 
18.) ‘ Through it he offered up himself a 
sacrifice without spot to God.’ Heb. ix. 
14. And in the same power runs the 
vein of the.whole dispensation of the gos 
pel; for it is a ministration of the spirit. 
2 Cor. iii. 8. Take away the life, take 
away the spirit; ye take away the stones 
of this building; ye take away the church: 
ye take away the ministry , ye take away 
all.”—[Penington, vol. 2d, pp. 115, 116. 


“ For he that delighteth not in sacrifice, 
nor burnt offerings, neither could he de- 
light in hyssop, or water, or blood, out- 
ward or natural; but in that which mglt- 
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eth the heart, and purifieth the con- 
science, from that which is dead and un- 
clean, in that is God’s delight ; and in that 
which is melted, broken, and purified by 
it.’—[ Jb. vol. 4, p. 120. 

“ This seed of life, this seed of blessing, 
is the same that was promised at first to 
bruise the serpent’s head. The same 


which was promised to Abraham, when | 


to see through the veil wherewith it was 
covered. John 1. 14.”—[J6. vol. 1, p. 360. 


anointing called Christ, wherewith it is 
found? Doth not the name belong to the 
whole body, and every member in the 
body, as well as to the head? Are they 
not all of one; yea, all one in the anoint- 
ing? Was not this the great desire of 


“Is not the substance, the life, the ; 


we 


the gospel was preached tohim. The | his heart to the Father, that they all 
same that saved all (that believed in it) | might be one, even as the Father and 
under the law; for it was not the types | Christ were one. John xvii. 21.23. And 
and shadows, and outward ordinances, | so being one in the same spirit, (one in the 


which saved the soul then, but the seed, |, same life, one in the same divine nature, 


who was the Saviour from the beginning, 


2 Pet. 1. 4,) even partakers of God’s holi- 


and isthe Saviour, all along, even to the \ ness. Heb. xii. 10. Christ is not asham- 
end: and it was the same which was the || ed to call them brethren, (Heb. ii. 11.) 


gospel in the days of the Apostles. They 
preached the seed also, the word of faith ; 
Chr'st the way, Christ the power. Yea, 
ail along the times of the apostacy, this 
was the thing that preserved the wit- 
nesses, saving them from being swallow- 
ed up in the darkness, and keeping them 
alive in their testimony. And there is zo 
-other thing held forth now by those who 
are in the truth, and raised up by the 
power of God in it to give testimony to it. 
This is it from whence life hath sprung 
up in any that have felt life, in all ages 
and generations.” —[Jé. vol. 4, p. 12. 
“Now they distinguish, according to 
the scriptures, between that which is call- 
ed the Christ, and the bodily garment 
which he took. The one was flesh, the 
other spirit. ‘ The flesh profiteth nothing, 
(saith he) the spirit quickeneth; and he 
that eateth me, shall live by me, as I live 
by the Father.’ John vi. 57. 63. This is 
manna itself, the true treasure ; the other, 
but the visible or earthen vessel which 
held it. The body of flesh was but the 
veil. Heb. x. 20. The eternal life was 
the substance veiled. The one he did 


the other was he which did partake 
thereof. Heb. ii. 14. The one was the 
body which was prepared for the life, for 
it to appear in, and be made manifest, 
(Heb. x. 5.) the other was the life, or 
light itself, for whom the body was pre- 
pared, who took it up, appeared in it to 


‘nor is the apostle ashamed to give them 
_the name Christ, together with him, (1 
| Cor. xi. 12.) The body is the same with 
the head; one and the same in nature; 
and doth not the name belong to the na- 
_ture in the whole? So that the name is 
‘not given to the vessel, but to the nature, 
tothe heavenly treasure, to that which 
is of him in the vessel, to that which the 
Lord from Heaven begets in his own 


| image and likeness, of his own substance, 


of his own seed, of his own spirit and pure 
life.” —[ Jd. vol. 3, p. 54. 


| 
| 


do the will, (Psal. xi. 7, 8) and was made 


who comesto know Christ in the flesh: 


“Christ is the substance of all figures; 


and his flesh is a figure; for every one 


passeth through the same way as he did, 


there must be a suffering with him, be- 
fore there be a rejoicing with him. Christ 
is is an example for all to walk after ; and 
if thou knowest what an example is thou 
wouldst know what a figure is, to come 
up tothe same fulness.” —[G. Fox, Saul’s 
Errand to Damascus. 

“There was a nature in that man Je- 
sus Christ, that was born of the Virgin, 


id | that was subject to cold, heat, thirst, and 
partake of, as the rest of the children did; | 


hunger, and subject to be tempted of the 
devil ; and this nature was not God, whose 
nature is infinite, eternal, unmeasurable, 
not subject to hunger, nor thirst, nor to 
heat and cold, nor subject to temptations.” 
—(Burrough, p. 637. 

A testimony concerning the blood of 
the Old Covenant, and the blood of the 
New Covenant—* The blood of the New 


manifest to those eyes which were able | 


Covenant is the blood, or Lire of Christ 
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ple are washed, sanctified, cleansed, and 
redeemed to God.” —[G. Fox. 
An enemy to Creeds. 


SELECTHD. 


RAYMOND’S ADDRESS 
TO THE VOTERS OF BALTIMORE CITY. 


“FELLow It is admitted 
by all, that slavery is the greatest political 
and moral evil that exists in our state. It 
is now more than halfa century since a 
council of the wisest men and purest pat- | 
riots that ever were convened for the pur- | 
pose of deliberating upon the most effec- | 
tual means of protecting human rights, | 
and promoting human happiness, pro- | 
claimed tothe world that LIBERTY was | 
one of the INALIENABLE rights of man.— | 
In each succeeding year the people of this | 
nation have united with one voice, in ex- | 
tolling this declaration to the skies; 
and yet there are at this day more than | 
a hundred thousand persons in Maryland, | 
who are deprived of this inalienable right, 
and kept in a state of the most absolute | 
slavery. This is a reproach to our state, | 
and is lamented and regretted by all wise | 
and geod men. 

“ Congress has passed a law declaring 

i the bringing of slaves from Africa to be. 
piracy, and punishable with death; and 

yet in meral turpitude there is no differ- 

ence between making slaves of those who | 

are brought into the country in the order | 

of nature hy birth, and those who are | 

brought from a foreignland. By the 


United States is as much entitled to liber- | 
ty, as one born in Africa. 

“ Fellow Citizens: it is proposed the | 
laws of Maryland shall be made to con- | 


ter to be born in Maryland, shall be born 
with all those attributes and qualities 
which their Creator is pleased to bestow 
upon them, and especially with the attri- 
bute of liberty, which we all acknowledge 


Jesus.”—* But the New, and second Co- || to the passage ofsuchalaw? Such alaw 
venant is dedicated with the blood, THE |} will infringe no man’s rights, because no 
LiFe of Christ Jesus, which is the alone | man can have a right to a human being 
atonement unto God, by which all his peo- || not vet created. Where is the audacious 


man that shall dare to claim as his inher- 
itance the future workmanship of the Dei- 
ty? 

“Inthe year 1715, the Legislature of 
Maryland passed a law, which declares 
that the children of a certain class of the 
people of Maryland, shall be born slaves. 
—It is the most iniquitous law ever passed 
by the state, and if the evil and suffering 
which result from wicked measures, can 
be considered as designed, by the provi- 
dence of God, as a punishment for those 
measures, it requires no stretch of the im- 
agination to suppose that the State of 
Maryland has been visited by the hot dis- 
pleasure of the Almighty, from the day 
the act was passed to the present: for 
since the passage of that act there has not 
been a day or an hour, »n which the peo- 
ple of Maryland have not suffered in con- 
sequence of that act, and there will not be 
a day in which we and our children will 
not continue to suffer until the act and its 
effects shall be obliterated from the state. 
In consequence of this act, there are few- 


| er people in the state—less intelligence— 


less industry—less public spirit—less phy- 
sical force—less improvement—less state 
wealth—and less public prosperity, taan 


there would have been had slavery never 


been permitted in the state. In conse- 
quence of this act also, there is, by many 
degrees, more ignorance—more depravity 
—more idleness—more vice and more mis- 
ery in the state, than there would have 
been but for slavery.—So true it is that 
‘the sins of the fathers shall be visited 
upon their children unto the third and 


of God and nature, a child born in the | ! | fourth generations.’ 


“Fellow Citizens! You are now called 
upon to say, in the presence of God and 
your country, whether you are in favour 
| of repealing that act, or of continuing it in 


form to the laws of God and nature upon | force. In other words, you are called on 
this subject, and that all children hereaf- | 


to say, whether you are in favour of per- 
petuating slavery in the state, or whether 
you are in favour of taking effectual mea- 
sures now for eradicating it. You are not 
called on to say whether yon are in favour 
of abolishing slavery immediately, because 


to be inalienable. Have you any objection 


it is not proposed to adopt any measure 
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which will affect those now in the 
state ; but only those who shall hereafter 


except by insurrection, in which slavery 
ever was, or ever will be eradicated from 
any state in which it has taken root. In 
this way it may be gradually and almost 
imperceptibly, but effectually destroyed. 
—That such a measure will ere long be 
adopted, not only by Maryland, but by the 
other states, 1 have no more doubt than I 
have that the cause of religious toleration 
has gained ground since the days of Lu- 
ther and Calvin ; or that the cause of Lib- 
erty has gained ground since the Declara- 
tion of our independence.—You have now 
an opportunity, Fellow Citizens, of taking 
the lead in this work, and of setting an 
example to the rest of the state, and to 
the other states. Will you embrace, or 
reject it ? 

“ Let no man be discouraged in conse- 
quence of the smaliness of the vote upon 


be born inthe state. Thisis the only way | 


was then new—It was started but a few 
days before the election —The people had 
not reflected upon it: but more than all, 


this subject the last election. ‘The subject | 


an important measure for the city then 
pending before the Legislature. Under 
all these disadvantages, between six and 
seven hundred consciencious votes were 
given in favour of the cause. ‘The case is 
now different. The people have had 
time to reflect ; the Delegation bill is at 
an cnd; and it will be strange if a majori- 
ty of the voters of Baltimore shall not be 
found in favour of liberty and the rights 
of mun. 

“ By the nomination of a respectable so- 
ciety, and at the solicitation of many wor- 
thy and consciencious citizens, who are 
not members of that society, I have con- 
sented to serve as the Anti-Slavery candi- 
date for the Legislature. If elected, 1 will 
bring before the Legislature the measures 
proposed. It will then undergoinvestiga- 
tion and discussion, which cannot fail to 
be of service, whether the measure shall 
be immediately adopted or not, or whe- 
ther its adoption at present would be wise | 


it was supposed that it would prejudice | | 


or unwise ; for I am not one of those who 
hold that our eyes are to be shut, and our 


discussion is the first step towards reme- 
dying a publie grievance ; and the subject 
of slavery, sacred as it may appear in the 
eyes of some, will be investigated and dis-" 
cussed publicly. 

“If my standing as a candidate shall 
serve no other good purpose, it will serve 
to keep the subject alive ; and will enable 
those of my fellow citizens, who are con- 
sciencious upon the subject of slavery, to 


mouths stopped upon the subject of sla- 
‘very. Ina free country investigation and 


vote without voting for an advocate of 
slavery —There are some sects of Chris- 
tians (would to God there were more) who 
will neither hold their fellow men in sla- 
very, themselves, nor countenance others 
in doing it.—Such persons, it is to be pre- 
sumed, will not vote for the continuance 
of slavery, when they have an opportuni- 
ty to vote for its gradual but effectual ab- 
olition. 

“Iam not, fellow citizens, bigoted in fa- 
vour of the particular measures I have 
proposed. If, upon examination, it shall 
be found that the object can be better ac- 
complished in some other way or by some 
other measure, I shall be ready and _ wil- 
ling to adopt that measure.—If it shall be 
thought expedient for the state to encou- 
rage emigration to Hayti or elsewhere, or 
to promote the schemes of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, I will give my support to all 
such measures. 

“The principal objection which our op- 
ponents urge to our scheme is, that the 
free negroes are a nuisance in the com- 
munity, and therefore their numbers ought 
not to be increased. Without stopping to 
discuss the question, whether we are jus- 
tified in oppressing and enslaving our fel- 
low creatures, provided we can promote 
our own interests by doing so, I will an- 
swer the objection by taking the broad 
ground, that if all the negroes in the state 
were free, they would not be so great a 
nuisance as the present number of free 
negroes are. The chiefcomplaintagainst 
the free negroes is, that they are lazy and 
improvident, and instead of obtaining a 
livelihood by honest industry, they live 
upon the plunder which they induce the 
slaves to steal from their masters. Al- 
though this may be true to a certain ex- 
tent, yet it is not wholly true. It will not 
be denied but that a large portion of the 


heavy labor inthe city of Baltimore, is 
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peed by free negroes; and we all 
know many free negroes, who are honest, 
industrious, worthy citizens; and ifall the 
negroes in the state were free, a much lar- 
ger proportion of them would sustain that 
character. 

“ There are at present about fifty thou- 
sand free negroes and a hundred thousand 
slaves inthe state. The slaves think they 
have a right to a part, at least, of the pro- 
duct of their own labour. Hence they 
think it no offence to help themselves from 
their master’s crib and meat house, be- 
cause it is the product of their own labour. 
This is a principle of our nature which 
cannot be eradicated from the human 
heart. The human mind cannot be re- | 


duced to so abject a state of slavery, as | 
that a man should think it a crime to enjoy | 
the product of his own labour without the |, 
consent of a third person. There are 
thousands of slaves who would not scruple 
to help themselves without stint from 
their master’s crib, which their own la- 
bour had filled, who nevertheless would 
think it a great crime to steal from their 
neighbour’s crib. I have been told by a 
gentleman of high standing, on the East- 
ern Shore, that slaves carry this principle 
to such refinement, that although they 
will take by stealth corn from their mas- | 
ter’s crib, which they have raised, yet | 
when that fails, they will not steal from 
him corn that he has bought. 

“ This then being the slave’s code of 
morality, is ita matter of surprise that 
they share that which they take from 
their master’s store-house, with their 
friends, the free negroes? Is it a matter 
of surprise that the black race, plundered 
as they are and have been by the whites, 
should think it justifiable for them to make 
reprisals and plunder in turn ?—And with 
all seriousness let me ask, which is the 
greatest offence in the sight of Heaven, to 
rob a man of his liberty, or to rob him of 
his property? Is the master’s right to 
the corn which the slaves have raised, 
more sacred than the slave’s right to the 
labour ofhis own hands? It may be so 
adjudged in the courts below, but the judg- 
ment will be reversed in the court of Hea- 
ven. I say then, that ifthe slaves were 
all free, the free blacks would have less 


excuse and fewer facilities for obtaining a 


livelihood, without labour, than they now 
have ; and they would from necessity be- 
come more industrious and more useful 
citizens than they now are. But this ar- 
gument, drawn from the inconvenience of 
free negroes, proves too much—It proves 
that the policy of the state for the last for- 
ty years is wrong, and that the law which 
authorizes manumission by deed and last 
will, iswrong! Are the people of Balti- 
more prepared to vote for the repeal of 
the laws which authorizes manumission ? 
If you are not prepared for this, you must 
say the objection is without force. No 
man will pretend to deny that those ne- 
groes who are born free, are more likely 
tomake industrious good citizens, than 

those who are manumitted after they ar- 
rive: at manhood. The discipline that 
makes a good slave, destroys a good citi- 
zen. Hence it is better to provide by law 
that they should be born free, than for 
them to be manumitted after they have 
grown to manhood. 

“But upon the ground of znterest, alone, 
why should the people of Baltimore be in 
favour of perpetuating slavery ? Not one 
voter in twenty in the city ever did or ev- 
er will owna slave; and three fourths of 
those whodo own slaves, willacknowledge 
that they are an expense and a burden. 
What interest have the mechanics and 
those worthy citizens who earn their 
daily bread by their own labour, in sla- 
very? Willit be pretended that a man 
who owns no slaves is benefitted by his 
neighbour’s owning slaves? It may as 
well be pretended that it is a benefit to 
me, for my neighbour to have a wen upon 
his back. Is it not then emphatically 
true, that nineteen twentieths of the peo- 
ple of Baltimore, have no present or fu- 
ture interests in slavery; and they cer- 
tainly can have no feelings in favour of 
slavery. A vast majority of the people 
of Baltimore then are anti-slavites in in- 
terest and feeling; and why should not 
these interests and feelings be represented 
in the Legislature? What propriety is 
there in the people of Baltimore, who are 
non-slave-holders and anti-slavites, being 
represented by an advocate for slavery, 
or by one who is in favour of perpetuating 

slavery in the state? There can be but 
one reason given for such misrepresentae 
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tion, and that is, if the people of Baltimore 
presume to senda true representative to 
their interests and feelings to the Legisla- 
ture, it will give umbrage to the counties. 
But if the people of Baltimore are afraid 
to vote their own sentiments, and to send 
a real representative of their interests and 
feelings to the Legislature, lest they 
should incur the displeasure of the coun- 
ties, then is slavery more universal than I 
was aware of, andis not confined to the 
black race. 

“ But, my fellow citizens, if you are not 
afraid to vote your own sentiments, of 
which I have no fear, then Jet me entreat 
you to consider candidly, whether you 
have any interest or feeling which ought 
to induce you or the city of Baltimore to 
perpetuate slavery in the state of Mary- 
land. Andif you find that you have no 
such interest or feeling, then go to the 
polls and vote, not for me, an humble indi- 
vidual perhaps unknown to the most of 
you, but for the cause of liberty—for the 
Anti-slavery ticket. If the counties have 
a different interest and feeling from you 
on this subject, they will take care to 
have their interest represented, without 
consulting you. Let those citizens, only, 
whose interests and feelings will justify 
them in voting for the perpetuity of sla- 
very in Maryland, vote accordingly, and 
then, what I have long known to be the 
fact, will be manifest to the world—that 
‘the number of slavites in the city of Bal- 
timore is very small. 

DANIEL RAYMOND.” 


Extract froman Address, delivered on 
the late anniversary of our National In- 
dependence, by L. S. Everett. 


In treating of the Ev1Ls to which as a 
nation we are exposed, the speaker ob- 
served : 


“But you will pardon me for saying, 
that the danger to which we are exposed 
from the intrigues and machinations of 
aspirants for office and honour, is but tri- 
fling when compared with that which 
may be expected from another source. 
The clergy, under certain circumstances, 
have more power, and are more likely to 


undermine our freedom, than any other Hl the state of things which prevents an ure.. 


combination of men. If you will consult 
the history of Rome, of England, of France 
of Spain, or of Ireland, you will be con- 
vinced that those whose employment it 
should be to disseminate light, liberty and 
gospel freedom, have in all cases, when- 
ever they have obtained the ascendency, 
become the destroyers of liberty! By 
this general remark I do not intend to im- 
plicate all those who have been engaged 
in the sacred office of the ministry: far 
be it from me to deny that there have 
been good and faithful ministers of Christ. 
But I conceive it to be a fact, which, 
though it may be denied, cannot be dis- 
proved, that whenever any sect of reli- 
gionists, more esfeciallu the leaders of any 
sect, have obtained such an ascendency 
over a government, as to be patronized to 
the exclusion of any other, they have in- 
variably destroyed the liberty of the peo- 
ple. I might particularize, but ‘a word 
to the wise is sufficient.’ 

“ With this fact in view, it may be well 
for us to enquire if there are any indica- 
tions of their gaining an ascendency in 
this Nation. 

“J would not be hasty or uncharitable, 
but to your speaker it appears that they 
have already obtained an astonishing in- 
fluence, which, unless it be checked or 
destroyed, will ultimately cause our re- 
public to totter on its foundation. 

“ Our seminaries for learning are al- 
most exclusively under the control of the 
popular clergy. ‘This being too apparent 
to require proof, and it being a self-evi- 
dent fact that our scientific institutions 
exert a powerful influence over the affairs 
of our nation, it becomes us to be up and 
doing before it be too late. Perhaps my 
apprehensions are groundless, but it does 
appear to me, that it is impolitic for our 


General Government or State Legisla- 


tures to lend a helping hand to any sec- 
tarian institution, unless they extend 
their munificence to all alike. 

“Tt is maintained by politicians, there 
is such a degree of jealousy between the 
various sects of religionists in our country 
that an equilibrium will be preserved and 
any particular design upon our institutions 
thereby defeated. At present it may be 
so; and we have reason to be thankful for 
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hallowed domination by any sect. But 
may I not ask, what would be the conse- 

uence should three of our most popu- 
‘ous sects of Christians be amalgamated ? 
What would be the result if they should 
be marshalled by their leaders and 
brought into the field as others of the 
same opinions have done in former ages ?” 


RELIGION, 
OF A PRACTICAL NATURE. 


“ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 


“ The tendency of grace in the heart to 
holy practice, is very direct,and the con- 
nection most natiral, close, and necessary. 
True grace is not an unactive thing ; there 
is nothing in heaven or earth of a more 
active nature ; for itis life itself, and the 
most active kind of life, even spiritual and 
divine life. Itisno barren thing; there 
is nothing in the universe that in its nature 
has a greater tendency to fruit. Godli- 
ness in the heart hasa direct relation to 
practice, as a fountain has to a stream, or 
as the luminous nature of the sun has to 
beams sent forth, o1 as life hasto breath- 
ing, or the beating of the pulse, or any 
other vital act; or as a habit or principle 
of action, has to action ; for it is the very 
nature and notion of grace, that it is a prin- 
ciple of holy actionor practice. Regenera- 
tion, that work of God in which grace 

‘{sinfused, has a direct relation to practice; 
for it is the very end of it, with a view to 
which the whole work is wrought; all is 
calculated and framed, in this mighty and 
manifold change wrought in the soul, so 
as directly totend to this end ; Eph. ii. 10. 
* For we are his workmanship, created in 
Jesus Christ unto good works. Yea it is 
the very end of the redemption of Christ, 
Tit. ii. 14. ‘Who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniqui- 
ty, and purify unto himself a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works.’ 2 Cor. v. 15. 


“ Holy practice is as much the end of 
all that does about his saints, as fruit 
is the end of all the husbandman does 
about the growth of his field or vineyard : 
as the matter is often represented in 
scripture ; Matt. iii. 10. ch. xiii.8.23—30, 
48. ch. xxi. 19, 38,34. Luke xiii. 6. John 
xv. 1, 2, 4,5, 6,8. 1 Cor. iii. 9. Heb. vi. 
7, 8. Isa.v. 1—8. Cant. viii. 11, 12. Isa. 
Xxviil. 2,3. And therefore every thing 
in a true Christian is calculated to reach 
this end. This fruit of holy practice, is 


and every individual thing, which belongs 
to Christian experience, has a direct ten- 
dency to. 

“ To profess to know much is easy : but 
to bring your affections into subjection, to 
wrestle with lusts, to cross your wills and 
a upon every occasion, this is 

ard. The Lord looketh, that in our lives 
we should be serviceable to him, and use- 
fulto men. That which is within, the 
Lord and our brethren are never the bet- 
ter for it: but the outward obedience, 
flowing thence, glorifieth God, and does 
good to men. The Lord will have this 
done. What else is the end of our plant- 
ing and watering, but that the trees may 
be filled with sap? And what is the end 
of that sap, but that the trees may bring 
forth fruit? What careth the husband- 
man for leaves and barren trees?” 


MISCELLANIA. 


War.—“The life of a modern soldicr is ill 
represented by heroic fiction. War has 
means of destruction more formidable than 
the cannon and the sword. Of the thou- 
sands aud ten thousands, that perished in 
our late contests with France and Spain, 
a very small part ever felt the stroke of 
an enemy, the rest languished in the tents 
and ships, amid the damps and putrefac- 
tion; pale, torpid, spiritless, and helpless ; 
gasping and groaning, unpitied among men 
made obdurate by long continuance of 
hopeless misery, and were at last whelmed 
in pits, or heaved into the ocean, without 
notice and without remembrance. By in- 
commodious encampments and unwhole- 
some stations, where courage is useless 
and enterprise impractible, fleets are si- 
lently dispeopled and armies sluggishly 
melted away. 


“Thus is a people gradually exhausted, 
for the most part, with little effect. The 
wars of civilized nations make very slow 
changes in the system of empire. The 
public perceive scarce any alteration but 
an increase of debt ; and the few individ- 
uals, who are benefitted, are not supposed 
to have the clearest right to their advan- 
tages. If he that shared the danger en- 
joyed the profit; and, after bleeding in the 
battle, grew rich by the victory, he might 
shew his gains without envy. But at the 
conclusion of a ten years war, how are we 


what every grace and every discovery, ! recompensed for the death of multitudes, 
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and the expense of millions, but by con- 
templating the sudden glories of paymas- 
ters and agents, contractors and commis- | 
saries, whose equipages shine like me- | 
teors: and whose palaces rise like exha- | 
lations. 

“ These are the men, who, without vir- 
tue, labour or hazard, are growing rich 
as their country is impoverished; they 
are rejoiced, when obstinacy or ambition 


add another year to slaughter and devas- | 
tation ; and laugh from their desks at bra- 
very and science, while they are adding 


arnament, and computing the profits | 
of a siege ora tempest.” —[ Dr. Johnson. 
Albany 4th Sept. 1826. 

“Str: I have the honour to enclose cop- 

ies of the proceedings of a respectable 

meeting in Westchester county in this 


State, and of an affidavit of John Owen, | 


by which it appears that one Gilbert Hor- 


| 


ton, a free man of color, and a citizen of 
this state, is unlawfully imprisoned in the 
jail of the city of Washington, and is ad- 


“From whateverauthority alaw author- 
izing such proceeding has emanated— 
whether from the municipality of Wash- 
ington, the legislature of Maryland, or the 
congress of the United States, it is at least 
void and unconstitutional in jts applica- 
tion toa citizen, and could never have 
been intended to extend further than fu- 
gitive slaves. 

“ As the District of Columbia is under 
the exclusive control of the national gov- 


ernment, I conceive itmy duty to apply 
to you for the liberation of Gilbert Hor- 
ton, as a free man, and a citizen, and I feel 
persuaded that this request will be follow- 
ed by immediate relief. I have the hon- 
our, &e. De Wirt CuiiyTon.” 
The President of the U. States, Quincy. 


“ Denartment of state, Washington Sept. 
14. 1826. 


“Sir: In the absence of the secretary, 
I have just received a letter addressed to 
him by the president of the United States, 
concefning Gilbert Horton, the subject of 
% communication from your excellency to 


him of the 4th instant, and of the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting on the 30th of Au- 
gust, of the inhabitants of Westchester 
county, both of which came enclosed in 
that letter; and it gives me pleasure to 
state to your excellency, that the wishes 
and instructions of the president in re- 
gard to the case \of the said Horton, as 
communicated in his letter, were already 
anticipated by the marshal of this district, 


| in his discharging some time ago, the said 
Horton from prison—to which it seems 


| he had been committed underan old law of 
figure to figure and cypher to cypher | 


hoping for a new contract from a new ! 


the state of Maryland, (now repealed in 
that statg,) which was adopted by con- 
gress with the other general laws then in 
force in that state for the county of Wash- 
ington, upon its assuming exclusive juris- 
diction of this territory. Ihave the hon- 
our to be, with high respect, your excel- 
lency’s most obedient servant, 
Dante BRENT. 

His excellency De Wit Clinton governor 
of the state of N. York.” —[{ Niles. 


“Who had a better or more adorable 


| character than Socrates? Yet the comic 
vertised to be sold by the marshal of the | 


District of Columbia. 


poet Aristophanes presented such a fright- 
ful picture of him to the Athenians, and 
forged such false, but such a popular 
charge, of libertinism of opinion, against 
that divine person, only for entertaining 
notions of the Supreme Being derogatory 
to popular superstition, and to the plurality 
of Gods at Athens, that they condemned 
him to die. The pious advocate for one 
God was put to death as an atheist. In 
the eyes of fools the highest wisdom is fol- 
ly. The most sublime truths pass witha 
bigot for impiety ; and blind guides have 
always most followers.” 


“ Dryden gave a very pertinent answer 
toa Romish priest afterthe revolution, whe 
wanted him to employ his wit against the 
Protestants. ‘Father, said the shrewd 
old poet, my zeal for you has already made 
me burn my fingers: I have long ex 
rienced, that one who believes the intal- 
bility of a man, worships a wafer as his 
God, and trusts that you can create a dei- 
ty out of dough, makes a ridiculous figure 
in attempting to ridicule an a 
Opinion, or any notion about religion, how- 
ever ridiculous it may be.’ 

“ What characters are to be handled 
with tenderness and decency, if great 
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characters be not, especially by private 
and obscure men? Virulence and calum- 
ny are nomarks of guilt, except in him 
who utters them: and the heaviest charge 
in every libel falls upon the libeller. All 
the blots he makes in a fair character, are 
so many real ones upon his own ; nor will 
any reasonable man expect truth and can- 
dour out of a mouth that foams with rage, 


prompter ; it delights in mangling char- 
acters, in pulling down the highest, in 
blackening the fairest, in distorting the up- 
Tightest, and in misrepresenting all.” 


“ The sum of a malicious character may 
be true, the facts true, yet the gharacter 
falsely drawn, by aggravation thrown in 
and multiplied ; by facts omitted, or half 
stated, or untruly stated; and the whole 
character in itself blameless and amiable, 
shall appear hideous by these aggrava- 
tions and omissions.”’ 


“The accomplished Adrianus Turne- 
bus, a name zealously celebrated by Scal- 
iger, Thuanus, and all the able pens of 
his time, deserves more applause from 
his own shortand true testimony concern- 
ing himself, than from all his learned | 
writings, numerous and excellent as they | 
are: ‘It has,’ says he,‘been always a 
caution with me, tenderly and sacredlyv 
observed, never to shew any inclination to 
advance my own fame, by blasting that of 
any man.’ ” 


Austria —The London papers con- 
tain an official document issued by the 
Austrian government, respecting the traf- 
fic in slaves. The great object of this 


sentence of it. ‘The first article runs thus 
—‘every slave shall become free the mo- 
ment he touches the soil of Austria, or 
even one of its ships.’ ” 


A THOUGHT ON DEATH. 


When life, as opening buds, is sweet, 

And golden hopes the spirit greet, 

And ycuth prepares his joys to meet, 
Alas! how hard it is to die! 


When scarce is seiz’d some valu’d prize, 


and flows with spite. Il will is a furious , 


document is comprised in one single | 


Forbid the soul from earth to rise, 
How awful then it is to die ! 


When, one by one, those tics are torn, 
And friend from friend is snatched forlorn, 
And man is left alone to mourn, 

Ah! then how easy ’tis to die! 


When faith is strong, and conscience clear, 
And words of peace the spirit cheer, 
And vision’d g ories half appear, 

*Tis joy, ’tis triumph, then to die. 


When trembling limbs refuse their weight 
And films, slow gathering, dim the sight 
And clouds obscure the mental light, 
Tis nature’s precious boon to die ! 
Mrs. Barbauld. 
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